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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  
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26 JUNE 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Governor’s Address. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT read the following 

address:- 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 

 The administration of this Government devolved upon me nearly eight months ago. 

 Until within the last six weeks I have been expecting, by successive mails, the arrival of 

Governor Hampton’s successor. 

 A tenure of office so precarious naturally rendered me reluctant to initiate any measure, the 

postponement of which would not be detrimental to the public service. 

 Circumstances, however, have led me to incur responsibility in relation to expenditure, which I 

should have preferred leaving to a permanent administrator. 

 Governor Hampton left the colony in a condition of prosperity and hopefulness; for the cloud 

with which a visitation of Providence has since obscured the Victoria District, had not then 

appeared, or was, at least, but faintly foreshadowed. 

 Before I had been a month in office, the reality of the Rust blight upon the wheat-crop in the 

Victoria District became manifest, and it devolved upon the Executive, without loss of time, to 

adopt such remedial measures as seemed necessary to mitigate the calamity. 
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 With this view upwards of 8,500 bushels of seed-wheat, at a cost of £3,064, have been 

forwarded to Champion Bay for issue to distressed farmers, under a bond of repayment to the 

Local Government after harvest. 

 With the same object the period of payment for Tillage Leases has been extended, to meet the 

necessities of impoverished lessees in the afflicted district; and instructions have been given to 

the Resident Magistrates, as there are no poor-rates in this colony, not to allow any person to 

suffer for want of food. 

 All these measures have increased the public expenditure, not provided for in the Estimates. 

 The Timber Trade, which promises to be one of the main-stays of the Colony, having 

suggested the introduction of Tramways, to facilitate and cheapen the supplies likely to be 

required to meet the demands of Indian and other railways, surveys have been undertaken with 

the view of ascertaining the best lines of communication. 

 In making these surveys attention has been given to the discovery of a line which, while 

affording the best means of transit from the forests to the sea, might ultimately bring the 

Eastern districts into more advantageous communication with the port of Fremantle. 

 These arrangements must be viewed as merely preliminary. 

 It will remain for future consideration, under Governor Weld, whether there ought to be a 

Tramway at all; and if so, whether the undertaking shall be left to private enterprise, or, in 

default of such capital offering, whether the advancement of the colony would not be promoted 

by a Public Works Loan, the interest being made recoverable by a toll. 

 I am credibly informed that orders from India for Jarrah timber (which resists the white-ant 

and sea-worm) to the extent of upwards of one hundred thousand pounds have been refused 

within the last six months, through the difficulty of transport from the forests to the sea-shore. 

 In consequence of rumours brought in by natives from the Eastward, relative to certain white 

men having perished there, and the remains of whose equipments these natives profess to be 

able to point out, an expedition, under Mr. Assistant Surveyor Forrest, has been despatched to 

the locality indicated.  The expense of this service has been estimated at less than two hundred 

pounds.  It is hoped that the expedition, guided by able instructions drawn up for the occasion 

by the Surveyor General, Capt. Roe, R.N., will further extend the interest of the colony, in 

opening up new pasture lands which the explorations of Mr. Monger, last year, afford reason 

to believe exist in that direction. 

 At the last session of this Council, the sum of £11,637 7s. 4d. was appropriated to Roads and 

Bridges.  I have authorised, under that head, new works to the extent of £6,008 12s. 

 The payments during the half-year ending 30th June, on account of such new works and for 

similar works authorised by Governor Hampton, amount to £7,394. 18s. 6d.  A financial 

statement has been prepared, and will be laid on the table, by which it will be shown that the 

sum of £8,112 will be required to clear off the liabilities on account of works now in progress, 

or authorised to be undertaken; thus making a total of £15,506 13s. 6d., against £11,637 7s. 

4d., and leaving a probable over-draft, to the 31st December next, of £3,869 6s. 2d. on roads 

and bridges. 
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 For works and buildings, the sum of £6,700 was voted at the last meeting of this Council. 

 The expenditure for new works sanctioned by me, under this head, amounts to £1,164 5s. 9d., 

and the payments on account of these and for works commenced under the authority of 

Governor Hampton amount, to the 30th June, to £3,275 5s. 6d., to which is to be added 

estimated liabilities for unfinished works to the 31st December next - £4,591 9s. 6d.; making a 

total of £7,866 15s., against £6,700, and leaving a probable over-draft, to 31st December, of 

£1,166 15s. for works and buildings. 

 The Council will remember that, by unanimous agreement during the last session, a margin of 

£5,000 was left to the Executive for over-drafts on public works. 

 Full information will be afforded on any point desired by honorable members, and I 

confidently rely on this Council ratifying the over-drafts. 

 Governor Hampton left a balance in the Colonial Chest of £22,475 11s. 4d.; the balance this 

day is £25,052 16s. 11d. 

 Were it not for the advance to purchase seed wheat, which is expected to return to the Treasury 

after harvest, and for the extension of the period of payment to impoverished tillage lessees, 

the latter balance would have been increased by at least £4,000. 

 Thirteen Bills will be submitted for first reading to-day. Two of these have been prepared in 

accordance with instructions from the Secretary of State, two are the ordinary annual Money 

Bills, and the remainder are chiefly amendments of existing ordinances.  Each will be fully 

explained when brought under your consideration. 

 The exports in 1868 exceeded those of 1867 in value by more than £18,500; and I am happy to 

be enabled to state that peace and good order prevail throughout the length and breadth of the 

land, and that where adversity has stricken our colonists it is borne with fortitude. 

 I heartily and in all sincerity congratulate this Council and the Colony on the expected advent 

of a new Governor of great colonial experience and high reputation.  Mr. Weld has not only 

been practically acquainted with the difficulties of early settlement, but has also held the 

distinguished position of First Minister of a great colony in most trying times. 

 I cannot conclude this address without adverting to two events which will render the past half-

year of our colonial history memorable. I allude, first, to the recent visit of His Royal Highness 

the Duke of Edinburgh; and next, to the fact of Telegraphic communication having been, 

within the last week, established between the port and the capital.  I think it but just to record 

that, for the latter of these two events, the colony is indebted to the enlightened enterprise of 

two private citizens - Messrs. Stirling and Cumming. 

 I regret that the illness of the Attorney-General has deprived me, for nearly three months, of a 

law officer in Executive Council.  Under such circumstances, and with the Executive thus 

reduced to a minority, some persons in my situation would have postponed your assembling.  

But I have such entire confidence in the rightmindedness of the non-official members that, 

certain of my position receiving from them becoming consideration, I fearlessly commit the 

issues of this Session to their hands. 
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Mr. STEERE in moving that His Excellency’s address be printed expressed his opinion that there should be a 

fixed time for taking it into consideration.  He proposed that it should be an understood thing henceforth 

that the consideration of the Governor’s address should stand first on the order of the Day for the 

meeting next following the delivery of the Address. 

Mr. CARR seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Despatches read. 

The following Despatches were read:- 

The Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch Circular of 9 September 1868 

“ No. 135 of 6 November 1868 

“ No. 137 of 16 November 1868 

“ No. 138 of 1 December 1868 

Lieut Col Bruce’s Despatch No. 35 of 1 February 1869 

Earl Granville’s Despatch No. 47 of 14 April 1869 

The Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No. 145 - 8 December 1868 

“ Circular of 4 December 1868 

Earl Granville’s Despatch No. 1 of 12 December 1868 

“ No. 42 of 10 March 1869 

Extract from “ No. 43 of 12 March 1869 

2. Colonial Secretary presents papers. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the following papers:- 

 Statement of the Revenue and Expenditure from 1st January to 26 June 1869. 

 Returns connected with the Post Office Savings’ Bank. 

 The Blue Book for 1868. 

 Return of City of Perth Lodge of Oddfellows for year ended 22 December 1868. 

 Rules and Regulations for Divorce Court under 27 Vic: No. 19. 

3. Notices of motion. 

 Mr. CARR gave notice that he would move that the Insolvent Ordinance be amended and that, 1st 

Creditors have the option of appointing a Trade Assignee; 2nd No person should be allowed to 

declare himself insolvent, and 3rd The fee of 5 per cent now charged by the Government on 

Insolvents’ Assets be abolished - also: that he would move for copies of the correspondence 

between the late Governor and the Secretary of State for the Colonies, since the last Session of 

Council, on the subject of Immigration; also that the sum of £1000 be placed on the estimates 

to secure the services of a qualified Engineer for Public Works. 

4. Order of the day. 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 1st reading of Bills. 

 The following Bills were read a first time. 

A Bill to regulate the issue of Licenses under the provisions of the Ordinance, 20 Victoria, No. 

2. 
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A Bill to amend the Escheat Ordinance, 1867. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance to supplement the Governor’s Salary. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance for the better registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the 

Colony of Western Australia. 

A Bill to naturalize George Andrew Seubert. 

A Bill to naturalize Solomon Pekilman, otherwise called Chlom Reichberg. 

A Bill to naturalize William Lawrence. 

A Bill to repeal an Ordinance for restricting the responsibility of the Sheriff of Western 

Australia. 

A Bill to enable the Oddfellows’ Lodge at Fremantle to raise money on mortgage. 

A Bill to regulate the registration of Medical Practitioners. 

A Bill to modify the Customs Ordinance. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year One thousand eight hundred and 

sixty eight beyond the grant for that year. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of                  out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the 

services of the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

5. Suspension of orders. 

 2nd reading of Bill to amend 20 Vic: No. 2. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the suspension of the standing orders and the second and third readings of 

a Bill to regulate the issue of Licenses under the provisions of the ordinance, 20 Victoria No. 

2: it had recently been decided in the Supreme Court that the ordinance in question gave no 

discretionary power to the Government, and with a view to prevent Licenses being issued to 

objectionable persons, it was considered by His Excellency to be desirable to pass the present 

Bill at once. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS objected to the suspension of the standing orders. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………1 

  Ayes    Noes 
 The Honble Surveyor General  Mr Phillips Esq 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Hardey Esq 

 Mr Carr Esq 

 Mr Steere Esq 

 Mr Brockman Esq 

 The Bill was therefore read a second time, but so many amendments were introduced in Committee 

that, on the motion of the Colonial Secretary seconded by The Officer Administering the 

Government, it was resolved to postpone its further consideration. 

6. Electoral divisions and franchise. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that Governor Hampton had left a Despatch from the Secretary of State, 

dated 27 March 1868, calling for a report of the Electoral Divisions and Franchise for election 
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of non-official members of the Legislative Council unanswered, for action to be taken on it by 

his successor, and that in monthly expectation of Sir B. Pine’s arrival it had until now 

remained in abeyance.  He thought it desirable that the report should be furnished without 

further delay, and therefore moved that a Committee, consisting of The Surveyor General and 

the Five non-official members present, should report on the subject. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion, which was carried without dissent. 

Adjourned to Monday, the 5th July at 11 a.m. 

     Edward H. Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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5 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notices of motion. 

 Mr. STEERE gave notice that he would move that the ordinance, 20 Victoria, No. 1 be amended so as 

to permit of licenses being granted to road side public houses to sell liquor to be consumed on 

the premises - also that he would ask the Government to lay upon the table a despatch from the 

Secretary of State, dated December 5th, 1868, on the subject of furnishing Government House 

- also that he would move for a return of the number of letters and papers received and 

despatched from each Post Office during the year 1868, stating those offices where Savings 

Bank deposits are received and paid, and how often mails are made up and delivered at each 

post office - also to move for a return of the number of officers employed in the Survey 

Department, with the salary and allowances paid to each officer, stating their names and the 

fund from which they are each paid, and also for a return of the number of acres surveyed by 

each Surveyor during the past 12 months - also to move that the Scab in Sheep Ordinance be 

limited in its operation to a period of three years from the date of its first coming into 

operations. 

 Mr. CARR gave notice to move for the number of horses employed by the Police, and how employed. 
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 Mr. BROCKMAN gave notice to move that the Governor be requested to bring in a Bill for the 

establishment of a monthly market for the sale of fat stock to be held in the precincts of Perth - 

also to move that the Governor be requested to bring in a Bill to guard against the danger from 

careless smoking, making it penal for any one to smoke a pipe without a cover to it - also that 

he would move that the Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 on the Estimates to 

defray the expenses attending the appointment of an agent for the Colony - also that he would 

move for a copy of the correspondence on the subject of the removal of the two companies of 

the 14th Regiment. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS gave notice that he would move that the Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 

on the Estimates to secure the services of a qualified Marine Surveyor - also the same sum for 

a Geologist. 

2. Memorial from Victoria District. 

 Mr. STEERE presented a Memorial from the Victoria District praying for a change in the constitution 

of the Government, for the employment of 2 Mineral Commissioners, for an enlargement of 

the radius specified in the advertised reward for the discovery of a Gold field, for more 

extensive surveys, for protection to Class B Lessees fencing their runs, for a marine survey of 

the Greenough coast, with a view to the discovery of a port, for their District to be represented 

in the Legislative Council, for the completion of the mining of the Geraldton Sandhills, for the 

erection of Lighthouses at Champion Bay, for an enlargement of the Jetty at Geraldton, for a 

comprehensive system of Immigration, for the crushing machines to be used on the roads, for 

Mr. Wm Burgess to be accredited by the Government to the Colonial Society as an Agent for 

the Colony. 

 Mr. STEERE moved that the Memorial be read. 

 Mr. CARR seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

 Mr. STEERE moved that the Memorial be considered at the next meeting. 

 Mr. CARR seconded the motion which was agreed to. 

3. Memorial from York District. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS presented a Memorial from the Inhabitants of the York and Beverley Districts praying 

for the establishment of a railroad, for a due supply of Immigrants of a better description than 

those now introduced, for the appointment of an agent in London, for a revision of the customs 

tariff, and for steps to be taken in regard to the numerous disabled men wandering about the 

country, or in asylums at Colonial cost. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the Memorial be read. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the Memorial be considered at the next meeting. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

4. Order of the day. 

The Order of the Day was read. 
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 Governor’s Address. 

 In reference to the address of the officer administering the Government Mr. STEERE said he 

approached it with no hostile criticism; he considered it one of the most satisfactory speeches 

delivered on such an occasion.  He proceeded to make observations on various points in the 

address, and elicited information on them. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. HARDEY expressed concurrence in Mr. Steere’s appreciation of the address. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY was glad the address had been so kindly received, and stated that during his 

temporary administration he had endeavoured to do all he could for the advancement of the 

Colony. 

5. Insolvent ordinance. 

 Mr. CARR moved that the Insolvent Ordinance be amended and that 1st Creditors have the option of 

appointing a Trade Assigneee.  2nd no person should declare himself Insolvent, and 3rd that 

the fee of 5 per cent now charged by the Government on Insolvents’ Assets should be 

abolished. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 After considerable discussion, during which it was suggested to defer action till the English Act had 

passed, Mr. Carr withdrew for the present the 2nd and 3rd clauses of his motion, but requested 

that the 1st clause might be put, and it was carried unanimously. 

6. Correspondence re: immigration. 

 Mr. CARR moved for copies of the correspondence between the late Governor and the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies since the last Session of Council, on the subject of Immigration. 

 Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 By His Excellency’s direction, Governor Hampton’s Despatch forwarding the report of the Committee 

of the Legislative Council on the subject, was read.  His Excellency stated that no reply thereto 

had been received. 

 Mr. CARR gave notice that he would move that the Governor be requested to communicate with the 

Secretary of State on the subject. 

7. £1000 for engineer. 

 Mr. CARR moved that The Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 on the Estimates to secure 

the services of a qualified Engineer for Public Works. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

8. Committee on Torrens Act. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY presented the report of a Committee appointed to consider the 

advisability of introducing a Real Property Act. 

 The Report was read. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Bill to simplify the Title to and dealing with Estates in Land, 

prepared by the Committee should be read a first time. 

 Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read accordingly a first time. 
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9. Committee on electoral divisions and franchise. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL presented the report of the Committee on Electoral Division and 

Franchise, and laid on the table an explanatory plan. 

The Report was read. 

10. Gallon License Bill. 

 The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of a Bill to regulate the issue of Licenses under 

the provisions of the Ordinance, 20 Victoria, No. 2 and again adjourned its consideration. 

11. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to amend the Escheat Ordinance, 1867. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

12. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to amend an Ordinance to supplement the 

Governor’s Salary. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

13. Bill withdrawn. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to amend an Ordinance for the better 

Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages in the Colony of Western Australia. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 On going into Committee on the Bill it appeared not to effect what was desired and it was withdrawn. 

14. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to naturalize George Andrew Seubert. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

15. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to naturalize Solomon Pekilman otherwise 

called Chlom Reichberg. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, 12th July. 

16. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to naturalize William Lawrence. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

17. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to repeal an Ordinance for restricting the 

responsibility of the Sheriff of Western Australia, and explained that for giving him extra 

responsibility in distant districts it would be proposed on the Estimates to increase his Salary 

by £60 which, it was expected, would be covered by the additional fees accruing to the 

Treasury. 

1177 



[1869] 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

18. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to enable the Oddfellows’ Lodge at Fremantle 

to raise money on mortgage. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

19. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to regulate the registration of Medical 

Practitioners. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

Adjourned to Tuesday, the 6th July, at 1 p.m. 

      Edwd. H. Laurence. 

      Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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6 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notices of motion. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN gave notice that he would move that the Governor be requested to have an estimate 

made of the cost of laying down a Tramway from the most practicable point of entrance into 

the Darling Range, with reference to the Timber Forest and the Avon Valley, to the nearest 

point of navigation on the Swan contiguous to Guildford - also that he would move that a 

Committee of the Council be nominated by the Governor to consider and report upon the best 

method of assisting and encouraging Immigration through the medium of land orders. 

2. Memorial from Roman Catholics for proportion of education grant. 

 Mr. CARR presented a Memorial from the Roman Catholics of Perth, and similar Memorials from 

Fremantle, Bunbury, Victoria Plains, Guildford, York and Newcastle, signed altogether by 

1934 persons, praying that a proportional part of the Grant for Educational purposes should be 

paid to the Roman Catholic denomination: the Memorials were accompanied by a letter from 

Mr. I. T. Reilly to Mr. Carr. 

Mr. CARR moved that the Memorial be read. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 
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Mr. CARR moved that the Memorial be received, and be considered at the next meeting. 

 Mr. STEERE seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

3. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Memorial from Victoria District. 

 The Memorial from the Victoria District was taken into consideration, Mr. STEERE remarking briefly 

on the various points mentioned in it. 

 A full discussion of its requests ensued, His Excellency stating his concurrence in many parts of it, but 

saying that to carry out all its suggestions would absorb nearly the whole Revenue. 

4. Memorial from York. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS reviewed the Memorial from York and Beverley, most of the suggestions in which were 

already, in some form or other, before the Council. 

5. Road side licenses. 

 Mr. STEERE moved that the Ordinance 20 Victoria No. 1 be amended so as to permit of licenses being 

granted to road-side public houses to sell liquor to be consumed on the premises. 

Mr. BROCKMAN seconded the motion. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated he would cause a Bill to be prepared for the purposes. 

6. Furniture, Govt. House. 

 Mr. STEERE asked the Government to lay on the table a Despatch from the Secretary of State dated 

Decbr 5th, 1868, on the subject of furnishing Government House. 

 The Despatch was, by order of His Excellency, read, and he explained that the uncertainty of the 

Governor’s arrival had caused him hitherto to refrain from acting with regard to it.  The 

suggestions of the Despatch met with the approval of the Council. 

7. Post Office returns. 

 Mr. STEERE moved for a return of the number of letters and papers received and despatched from each 

post office during the year 1868, stating those offices where Savings Bank Deposits are 

received and paid, and how often mails are made up and delivered at each post office. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid the return on the table. 

8. Scab Act limitation. 

 Mr. STEERE moved that the Scab in Sheep ordinance be limited in its operations to a period of three 

years from the date of its first coming into operation. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN seconded the motion. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………5 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Carr Esq   The Honble Officer Administering The Government 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Phillips Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Hardey Esq 

The motion was therefore lost. 
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9. Police horses. 

 Mr. CARR moved for the number of horses employed by the Police, and how employed. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid the desired information on the table. 

10. Market for fat stock. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Governor be requested to bring in a Bill for the establishment of a 

monthly market for the sale of fat stock to be held in the precincts of Perth. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY promised to take the necessary steps to carry out the motion.  

11. Careless smoking. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Governor be requested to bring in a Bill to guard against the danger 

from careless smoking, making it penal for anyone to smoke a pipe without a cover to it. 

Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that a Bill, in accordance with the law on the subject in other Colonies, 

should be prepared. 

12. Agent for the Colony. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 on the Estimates to 

defray the expenses attending the appointment of an Agent for the Colony. 

Mr. CARR seconded the motion. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………5 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Carr Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Hardey Esq 

     Mr Phillips Esq 
The motion was therefore lost. 

13. Removal of the 14th regt. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved for a copy of the correspondence on the subject of the removal of the two 

companies of the 14th Regiment. 

14. Despatches read. 

 The following Despatches were read:- 

Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No. 71 of 30 May 1868 

Governor Hampton’s “ No. 161 of 12 August 1868 

Duke of Buckingham’s “ No. 128 of 28 October 1868 

Governor Hampton’s “ No. 176 of 10 September 1868 

 “ “ “ No. 196 of 13 October 1868 

Duke of Buckingham’s “ No. 141 of 4 December 1868 

Earl Granville’s “ No. 5 of 21 December 1868 
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15. Mr. BROCKMAN said he had only asked for the correspondence because there was an impression 

outside that their removal was mainly owing to His Excellency’s representations. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY thanked the hon: member for bringing the matter forward and gave further reasons 

why it was desirable they should have been removed. 

16. Marine surveyor. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 on the Estimates to 

secure the services of a qualified Marine Surveyor. 

 Not seconded. 

17. Geologist. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the Governor be requested to place a sum of £1000 on the Estimates to 

secure the services of a Geologist. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion, and read testimonials of a gentleman suited for 

such employment. 

 Carried unanimously. 

18. Immigration report of Leg: Co: in 1868. 

 Mr. CARR moved that the Governor be requested to communicate with the Secretary of State urging 

that a reply be sent to the report of the Committee of the Legislative Council on Immigration 

transmitted in 1868. 

 Mr. STEERE seconded the motion, and His Excellency said he would write a Despatch on the subject. 

19. Committee on Gallon License Bill. 

 A Bill to regulate the issue of Licenses under the provisions of the Ordinance 20 Victoria No. 2 having 

been re-committed, was considered and passed through Committee, and the third reading fixed 

for Monday, the 12th July. 

Adjourned to Wednesday, the 7th July, at 11 a.m. 

     Edwd. H. Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 

 

1182 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

7 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Memorial for amendment of constitution of Legislative Council. 

 Mr. STEERE presented a Memorial from 1649 householders of the Colony praying for a change in the 

constitution of the Legislative Council under the provisions of the Imperial Act 13 and 14 

Victoria, Cap. 59, and moved that it be read. 

Mr. CARR seconded the motion, which was carried without dissent. 

Mr. STEERE moved that the Memorial should stand over for consideration at some adjourned meeting 

of the Council. 

Mr. CARR seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

2. Reward for gold field. 

 In reply to a request from Mr Phillips HIS EXCELLENCY stated that the advertisement of a reward for 

the discovery of a Gold field should be extended so as to embrace a distance of 300 miles from 

any port in the Colony. 

3. Order of the day 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Memorial from Roman Catholic for proportion of educational grant. 
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 Mr. CARR introduced the consideration of Memorials from the Roman Catholic Inhabitants of the 

Colony, praying for a proportion of the funds voted for Educational purposes, and 

recommended its prayer for favorable reply. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained the present Educational system which opened Schools on a 

national principle to persons of all creeds, and opposed the Memorial. 

 A general discussion ensued, at the close of which Mr. Carr moved that His Excellency be requested to 

place on the Estimates, for the Roman Catholic schools, a sum, in proportion to the number of 

their children of that now voted for other denominations. 

 Not seconded. 

4. Tramway to Darling Range. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Governor be requested to have an Estimate made of the cost of 

laying down a Tramway from the most practicable point of entrance into the Darling Range, 

with reference to the Timber Forest and the Avon Valley, to the nearest point of navigation on 

the Swan contiguous to Guildford. 

 Mr. STEERE seconded the motion. 

 The question of a Tramway or Railway, and of suggested routes was then discussed, and its 

consideration adjourned pending the production of a plan of the line already surveyed. 

5. Immigration by means of land orders. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved that a Committee of the Council be nominated by the Governor to consider 

and report upon the best method of assisting and encouraging Immigration through the 

medium of Land Orders. 

Mr. PHILLIPS seconded the motion. 

 After discussion it was resolved to postpone action on the subject for the present. 

6. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to modify “The Customs Ordinance, 1860”. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

7. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of 

the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty eight beyond the grant for that year. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

Adjourned to Thursday, the 8th July, at 11 a.m. 

     Edwd. H. Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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8 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Survey Dept returns. 

 Mr. STEERE moved for a return of the number of officers employed in the Survey Department, with 

the salary and allowances paid to each officer, stating their names, and the fund from which 

they are each paid; and also for a return of the number of acres surveyed by each Surveyor 

during the past 12 months. 

 THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL laid the returns on the table. 

In Committee – Estimates for 1870. 

2. The Council went into Committee of the whole Council on the Estimates for the year 1870. 

 Classification of Clerks. 

 On the vote for the Colonial Secretary’s Department a discussion adverse to the classification of Clerks 

arose; and His Excellency promised to bring the matter under the consideration of Governor 

Weld. 

 Survey Department. 

 On the vote for the Survey department Mr. STEERE objected to the form of the vote, which did not 

show in detail the whole strength of the Department, and he moved a Resolution, which was 
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seconded by Mr. Brockman, and carried without dissent, that in future Estimates all salaries 

and allowances should appear under their respective heads in order that the Council may 

clearly understand the cost of each department. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS moved that an additional Surveyor be provided for, Mr. Brockman seconded the motion, 

but those two gentlemen only voting for it the motion was lost. 

 Mr. BROCKMAN moved and Mr. Steere seconded a reduction of the allowance to Surveyors for 

horses, carts and harness from £200 to £175 each. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………4 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Carr Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Phillips Esq 
 The advisability of Surveyors being examined, before employment, by a Board having been raised, His 

Excellency stated that it should be considered. 

 Harbor master. 

 On the vote for Harbor Master Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Salary of the Pilot at Rottnest be 

increased to £200 with a view to the separation of that office from that of Superintendent. 

 Mr. CARR seconded the motion. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………4 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Carr Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Phillips Esq 
His Excellency gave his casting vote with the “Noes”. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that his reason for voting against this motion was that no inconvenience had 

arisen from the combination of the offices while a large saving was effected.  If it could be 

shown that a minute’s delay in the Pilotage duties was caused by the combination, he would be 

at once ready to consider the separation of the offices.  (Inserted by order of the Council - 

initialled EHL).   

 Police. 

 On the vote for Police Mr. PHILLIPS moved that an additional Constable should be provided for, but it 

was not seconded. 

 Rottnest establishment. 

 On the vote for Rottenest Penal Establishment Mr. BROCKMAN moved that the Salary of the 

Superintendent be raised to £200, with the view of separating the office from that of Pilot, and 

that the Gratuity be struck out. 
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 Mr. CARR seconded the motion. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………4 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Carr Esq   The Honble Officer Administering The Government 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Phillips Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 
His Excellency gave his casting vote with the “Noes”. 

 Police, Exclusive of Est. 

 On the Police vote, Exclusive of Establishments, Mr. Carr asked why the estimate was for 75 horses 

whereas the return for which he had moved showed that 100 were employed. 

 After discussion it was decided not to vary the vote. 

The Consideration of the estimates was then adjourned to Friday, the 9th July at 1 p.m. 

     Edwd. H. Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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9 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey  

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Despatches read. 

 A despatch from the Secretary of State, dated 8 May 1869, with regard to official oaths to be used in the 

Colonies was read. 

2. Newspaper postage. 

 Mr. STEERE presented a Memorial from Messrs. Pearce and Beresford, Proprietors of the “Herald” 

newspaper praying for the abolition of postage on newspapers, and moved that it be read. 

 Mr. CARR seconded the motion, and the same was read accordingly. 

 Mr. STEERE expressed an opinion that the subject was worthy of future consideration. 

3. Franchise report. 

 By His Excellency’s permission Mr. Carr handed in a letter from Mr. Newman of Fremantle, regarding 

the report of the Franchise Committee, and the same was read. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated it to be his intention to refer the report for the further consideration of the 

Committee. 

4. The Order of the Day was read 

In Committee – Estimates for 1870. 

 The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of Estimates for the year 1870. 
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 Works and buildings. 

 On the vote for Works and Buildings the desirability of various works was discussed, and it was agreed 

that estimates and plans for any large work ought to be submitted to the Legislative Council 

prior to their being undertaken. 

 Roads and bridges. 

 On the vote for Roads and Bridges there was some conversation as to the working of the Road 

Committees, and the employment of Government teams. 

 Pay for Mr. Draftsman Dean. 

 In connection with the Estimates the case of Mr. Dean, a draftsman paid from the vote for Contract 

Drafting and Surveying, was brought under consideration for increase of pay. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that he should reserve the question for Governor Weld’s decision, and the 

Estimates were then passed. 

5. Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to appropriate the sum of £101,294 out of the 

General Revenue of the Colony for the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and 

seventy. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time, and the third reading fixed for Monday, the 12th July. 

6. Railway to Darling Range. 

 The Council resumed the consideration of the Tramway and Railway question and Mr. Brockman, as an 

amendment to his former motion, moved that the Governor be requested to have an estimate 

made by a competent Engineer of the cost of laying down a Railway from the most practicable 

point of entrance into the Darling Range with reference to the Timber Forests and the Avon 

Valley to the nearest point of navigation on the Swan having reference to the continuance of 

the line to Perth and Fremantle, and upon a favorable report of the Engineer to cause notices 

for Tenders to be issued for the said work. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

 After some discussion it was decided to adjourn the consideration of the subject. 

Adjourned to Monday, the 12th July at 11 a.m. 

     Edwd. H Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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12 JULY 1869 

Present 

His Excellency The Officer Administering the Government 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey  

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Road side inns. 

 A memorandum of the Attorney-General, stating that Mr. Steere’s motion of the 6 July with regard to 

roadside licenses might be met by inserting a clause in the recognizances was, by desire of His 

Excellency, read. 

2. Steam dredge. 

 A Plan of a barge for the Steam Dredge, and a report of the Clerk of Works on the subject, dated 9 July 

1869, was laid before the Council. 

3. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Third reading of bills. 

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed:- 

A Bill to amend the Escheat Ordinance, 1867. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance to supplement the Governor’s salary. 

A Bill to naturalize George Andrew Seubert. 

A Bill to naturalize Solomon Pekilman, otherwise called Chlom Reichberg. 

A Bill to naturalize William Lawrence. 

A Bill to repeal an Ordinance for restricting the Responsibility of the Sheriff of Western 

Australia. 
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A Bill to enable the Oddfellows’ Lodge at Fremantle to raise money on mortgage. 

A Bill to regulate the registration of Medical Practitioners. 

A Bill to restrict and to regulate the issue of licenses under the provisions of the Ordinance, 20 

Victoria No. 2. 

A Bill to modify the Customs Ordinance, 1860. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year One thousand eight hundred and 

sixty eight beyond the grant for that year. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of £101,294 out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the 

service of the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

4. 1st reading of Bush Fires Bill. 

 A Bill to make provision against the danger of Bush and other Fires, prepared in accordance with Mr. 

Brockman’s motion regarding careless smoking, was read a first time. 

5. Railway to Eastern Distts 

 THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL laid on the Table a plan, prepared by Assistant Surveyor Cowle, of a 

proposed route for a Rail or Tram way from the mouth of the Canning to the Darling Range, 

with a report from Mr. Cowle, dated 12 July 1869, which was read. 

 A report from Mr. Sewell, Clerk of Works, dated 9 June, with a plan of another route into the Darling 

Range, and thence to the Eastern Districts, was submitted. 

 Mr. Cowle and Mr. Sewell were called before the Council to give information as to the practicability of 

these routes. 

 Mr. CARR moved that the Governor be requested to appoint a Commission to examine the plans of 

Railway lines before the Council, and to report upon the best locality for a Railway to the 

Eastern Districts. 

 Mr. PHILLIPS seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that he would appoint a Commission accordingly, and agreed that it should 

consist of the following gentlemen, with power to add to their number:- The Surveyor-General, 

Mr. Brockman, Mr. Phillips, The Deputy Surveyor General, Assistant Surveyor Cowle, Mr. 

Manning and Mr. Sewell, Clerks of Works; the Council to be re-assembled when the 

Commission had furnished their report. 

Adjourned sine die, 

     Edwd. H. Laurence. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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